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2 5 H 2 the following 1 
courſes, which are wholly 
practical, were neither com- 
— nor preached, with any thought 
of publiſhing them ; yet I was not un- 
Willing to yield to the opinion of ſome 
worthy perſons, who have the inte- 
reſt of ſerious religion at heart, in 
ſending them into the world, becauſe 
I don t know that the two extremes 
of zeal have been purpoſely confider- 
ed any where; and, I fear, the ſub- 
Jef is but tos ſeaſonable to the pre- 
fent ft ate of the world about us. If 
ey may be of the leaft ſervice to- 
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Rev. iii. 1 5, 16. Tat. 
7 know hy works that low art nei 


» ' ther os nor hot; I would thou 


wert cold or bot : So then, becauſe 
thou art lukewarm, and neither 


cold nor hot, I will ue thee out wed 


my mouth. 


HESE words are a meſſage 
from Chriſt - to the church of 
Laodicea, which is mentioned 
in the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 


| chap. iv. 16. and which, whether it 


be conſidered only as one 'of the ſeven 
churches of Aſia, in the firſt and literal 
ſenſe; or as deſcribing one of the ſucceſs 
five ſtates of the chriſtian church in after- 
ages, agreeable to the prophetic ſtile of 
the reſt of the book; is however certain- 
ly proper to repreſent like things in like 
— in all chriſtian churches, * 
4 B 
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riſtian; , rhe Things are 25 33 
They reprelent to us the temper and 
| ſlate of this church at that time, and the 


fate- which was like to attend it upon that 
account. | 

THEY are introduced with great ſo- 
lemnity, to ſheu the truth and importance 
of the caſe, and awaken our attention and 
regard: And unto the church of Laodicea, 
write theſe thing 5, ſaith the Amen, the 
faithful witneſs, | be beginning of the cre- 
ation of God: i. e. He who is truth it 


ſelf, and may fately be depended upon 


in all the 2 of the will of God 
to men; and is the principle and author 
of all the creatures, or by whom all things 
were made. I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot : This was their 
temper and ſtate. They had the form 


and profeſſion of religion, without groſs 


corruption in their faith and worſhip, with 
which they are never charged ; but they 
had not the life and power of it among 
them. If they were not void +: all life un- 
der a profeſſion of religion, they were not 
however fervent and zealous in it: ſo it is 
oppoſed to being zealous, ver. 19. 1 would 
thou Wert cold, or hot: This is ſpoken 

after the manner of men, and in condeſcen- 


ſion 


reprefented and rpc 
ſion to our way of conceiving; and muſt 


be uridefſtood not ſimply ahd '2b/MHufety, 
as if it were his will they ſhöuld br cola, 


but only comparatively ſpeaking; q. 4. 
if thou wert ene or other, thou woulſt 


be more" confiſtent witty thy ſelf, and 1 
mould more eaſily determine the cafe, and 
know better what to d with thee : Tf 
thou wert quite cold, thou wouldſt be fit 


for immediate Goſtruttionz and f hot, wor 


thy of approbation. Bur bepanſe hon art 
Mnkewarm, and neither cold not hot, AN 
£95 * , tepid,” between one and' the of other, 
in a ſtate bel indifference: I d pu thee 
out of My mourh. This was the threats 
ning denouneed upon her, and the fate 


like to befalt her upon this aecount, and 
ſuitable to the nature of the crime. The 


expreſſion is uſed in the old Teſtament for 


diſpeopling a nation, and in the new, for * ix, 19. 


removing à church ſtate. * 
IN png: to this ſubjed, 1 ſhall, 


— 4 Exra aD the nature of the fin! al 
ſhew what this Inkewarnmeſs is 
which is here e e this 
church. 


* Xataggs is only uſed in this place in the new Teſtament 
but is often uſed in profane authors, and always in this ſenſe · 
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n. e the evil of i 1. And then 
- apply: it. 1 F 1 80 


1 To explain i it. In the —_ 1 * 
Gree, that the expreſſions are figurative, 
and deſigned to repreſent by a ſenſible 
image, the temper and diſpoſition of mens 
minds with reſpect to religion. To be 
cold in this ſenſe, is to have no ſenſe of 


God and religion in our minds, or any re- 


gard to it in our lives; and not to be at all 
affected and concerned about it. To be 


hot, on the other hand, is to have a live- 
WW, ſenſe and concern of mind, and a due 


regard to it; to be feryent. and zealous in 
religion. And accordingly to be lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot *, lies in. the mid- 
dle between them both, and; is excluſive 


of both. Tis, not to be corrupted with 


groſs errors and wickedneſs, or void of all 
concern or regard to religion, on the one 
hand; and yet not to have a due regard 


to it, on the other: either to the doc- 


trines and principles of it, or the proper 


influence it ought to have upon us. Iis 


a proper ſtate of zndifference about reli- 
gion, without life or zeal. 
4 

, Nam quibus potentia non eſt, in pejorem no 
ſtatum, nec interpellandiquidem optimum. Frigidum, inquit, 


aliquid & callidum novimus: inter utrumq; tepidum eſt: ſic 
aliquis beatus eſt, aliquis . aliquis nec miſer nec beatus. 


Sen. Ep. 92, 


( 


4 
* 


repreſented and reproved. 58 
Is ſhall conſider it more diſtinctly in a 
double view. 1. As it relates to the prin- 
ciples and temper of their minds. 2. To 
their practice and works. . 
F. 1. As it relates to their principles 
and temper of mind. This may be conſi- 
dered in two inſtance. 5 
1. WEN men are indifferent about 
the principles they embrace and entertain. 
There is a great deal of lukewarmneſs 
often ſeen in this caſe. For though men 
do not run into groſs errors of mind and 
corruption of principle, which even Las- 
dicea ſeems to have been free from; yet 
that is by chance or accident to them, 
not with judgment, or by choice. They 
take up with the principles of their edu- 
cation, or the prevailing vogue of the 
world, without ever examining the grounds 
of their faith, and the evidences of its di- 
vine authority. They either take it upon 
content, without any enquiry at all, or up- 
on the credit and authority of others, and 
with an evident bias upon their minds. 
They are Chriſtians upon no other grounds 
than other people are eus, or Pagans, 
'or Mahometans: 'They are Proteſtants, 
for the ſame reaſon that others are Papiſts: 
and of ſuch a particular denomination a- 
mong Proteſtants, that others are of other 
denominations; and ſo by juſt conſequence, _ 
"would haye been of their faith, and of their 


. 
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ſtances, — is, had been — 
countries, and had their education. 2240 
AND accordingly. they have no -ze} 
About their principles, no nat about the plain- 
eſt, the greateſt, and moſt important truths 
of religion. I ſpeak. not naw about mats 
ters of meer opinion, and Auubi ful diſpu- 
tatiun, in which ſineere chriſtians may difs 
ſer from one another, and which have no | 
influence and effe& upon the heart or life, 
or tend to make them the better ehriſtians 
one way or other; in which caſe a greater 
degree of moderation. and mutual forbea- 
rance is often deſirable : But I ſpeak of the 
great principles of the chriſtian Religion, 
which are eſſential to it, and diſtinguiſh it 
from all other religions, and are deſigned 
to form the ſpirits and govern the lives of 
men, which is the true value of all religi- 
dus prineiples; as the whole dodrine of the 
neu covenant, and the mediation of Chriſt. 
They don't 'confider them as matters of 
— and worthy the moſt ſerious en- 
my ; and endeavour to ſatisfy themſelyes 
on juſt grounds, and proper convictions 
> mind; or think it worth the while to 
contend earneftly for the faith, as it was 
ONCE delivered to the ſaints, and venture 
to offend others, or run any risk for the 
fake of them. Their principles hang looſe © 


about _ and are eaſily ſhook aff Fe — 
' : | al . : 
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TEM are indiſſerent whether the 


and unqueſtionable truths of the — re- 


velation, are received or rejected by others; 
whether they are goed and entertain= 


ed, or betrayed and given up; whether 


they are miſtaken and corrupted, or pre- 


ſerved pure and entire, as they lie in the 
Soriptures, without any mixture of falſhood, 


or being perverted to a wrong meaning, not 


darkned and perplexed by terms of human 


art, or mixed with private opinion. Indeed, 
they can hardly be ſaid to believe them 
themiclves, but only profeſs to believe 


them. 


2. WHEN they are unaffbcted with 
what they do believe. There is a dange- 
rous luke warmneſs in this reſpect. When 
men hold the chriſtian principles, and 


really believe the docttines of faith and 


worſhip, according to the ſcripture reve- 
lation, and upon the foot of their pro- 
per evidence; they are very ſound and 


right in their faith, without infidelity or 


error; there lies no blame or charge up- 
on their principles; which was the caſe 
here : but they are not duly imprefled by 
_ or anſwerably affected and influen- 

No, they are evidently careleſs and 


: — about them, and don't duly 
attend to the true nature af their on 
1 ! principles, 


laid aſide: They have no faſt hold of che: 
minds, or intereſt in their hearts. 


ki os LuxeEwarMmnEgss | 
_ ptintiples, and the proper moment and 
importance of them. They ſeem to con- 
Pp ſider them only as ſpeculative notions, and 
. meer abſtract truths. They think them 
; true and not falſe, and yield their aſſent to 
them, and openly profeſs them; but they- 
don't conſider them as powerful and o- 
perative, as practical truths, and principles 
of action, which ſhould raiſe ſuitable af- 
fections of ſoul, and come with proper 
weight and force; which ſhould impreſs 
the heart, and influence their whole con- 
duct. They are not moved with fear to 
avoid a threatned evil, and perſuaded by 
the terror of the Lord]; nor led by the good- 
neſs of God to repentance, or conſtrained 
by love to obedience : They are not ani- 
mated or acted by the principles they em- 
brace and profeſs, tho the goſpel, in 
the whole frame and true deſign of it, is a 
1 Tim. vi. dofFrine according to godlineſs; deſigned 
ns to promote a likeneſs to God in heart and 
life. * 1 2161 
ITIIsS, I doubt, is a common caſe in 
Rom . i. 8. the profeſſing world: They hold the truth 
indeed, but they hold it in unrighteouſ- 
neſs ; with a neglect of duty, and diſre- 
gard of God. They are ſound in their 
principles, but herezicks in their lives, 
which is the worſt and moſt dangerous he- 
reſy: Their principles are good, but they 
have no proper eſſect; and are only notions 
* 
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in the mind, but not vital principles, or | 
ſprings of holy action. They don't mingle Heb. iv. 2. 
the word with faith, or digeſt it in their Yue 
minds, and draw forth the virtue of it by“ 
cloſe attention and frequent and ſerious 
thought. 5 
. 2. As to their practice, or works. | 
And lukewarmneſs lies chiefly in this, and 
articularly referred to 'in the text. | 
7 now thy works, that thou art neither | 
cold nor hot. And tho there muſt be | 
firſt a defect with reſpeck to the principle, 
before there is of practice, for our works 
and actions will be as our principles are, 
wherever they are duly attended to; yet 
a Jukewarm temper appears more viſible 
in the practice, and is beſt judged of by 
it. I ſhall therefore conſider this branch a 
little more diſtinctly, and illuſtrate it in ſome 
of the principal inſtances of it. 
I. WHEN men take up with the out- 
ward form of religion, without attending 
— the in ward power or the true deſign of 
They ſatisfy themſelves with the meer 
oatfide of religion, with the body or car- 
caſs of it, without a living foul. This was 
the caſe here. The church of Laodicea 
was not ſtained with any foul error, or ſunk 
into groſs corruption,which ſome other of the 
churches of Aſia are charged with. So 
the church of Pargamus had thoſe who 
held the doftrine of Balam, and the doc- 
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Chap. it. frine of the Nicolaitans, which things 5 
'+ 7 faith he, I Hate; i. e. doctrines of keln 
— ki. 1. try and impurity. They had a name te 
live, as it is ſaid of Sardis; and kept up 
the outward profeſſion and forms of true 
religion, and the faith and worſhip of the 
goſpel; but they were greatly wanting as 
to the inward life and power of it. Their 
religion was ver much formality, and con- 
ſiſted in e, attendances, and the re- 
gular performance of external duty, but 
without a principle of ſpiritual life, or 
the proper actings and exerciſes of it. 
Wr find that many at the laſt day will 
Nat vi a;. ſay, Lord, Lord, have we not 8 f 
in thy name — and yet did nat the will of 
his Father, but were 8 2 of iniquity. 
They made a profeſſion under prevailing diſ— 
obedience and wickedneſs. So the Apoſtle 
2 Tim. iii. ſpeaks of ſome who had the form of goadli- 
9 neſs, but denied the power of it : the outward 
ſhew and appearance, without the inward 
efficacy and virtue. So men often make an 
open profeſſion of religion, and perhaps a fair 
and ſpecious one, they attend upon all the 
parts of outwar@worſhip, and abſtain from 
all the inſtances of groſs and open vice, they 
pretend to a viſible relation to God, and 
claim the privileges of a church ſtate ; 4 
they are not quite co/ or dead to reli- 
gion; but neither are they Hot: for either 


they have no ſpiritual life, or at leaſt no 
warmth 


repreſented amd reproved. It 
warmth and vigour of ſoul. They either 
don't act from life, or in a lively manner. 
And ſo their religion is not natural and 
eaſy to them, or performed with pleaſure 
and delight, or any reliſh and taſte ; as what 
| ropes from nature and principle will 
be; but only a dull task, or formal round 
of external action. They reſt in the out- 
ward form, and have not zeal enough to 
_ quicken and enliven it, or give any vigour 
to it, or ſenſe of pleaſure. Whereas Reli- 
gion is an inward and ſpiritual thing, which 
is ſeated in the heart, and immediately re- 
ſpects God. "Tis a loving God with all 
the heart, and ſerving him with all the 
ſtrength, in our Lord's repreſentation of it. 
And the Apoſtle ſays, The true circum- Rom ii. 
ciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and 
not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of 
men, but of God. And they who are of 
the ?rue circumciſion, worſhip God in the pnilp. vii. 
ſpirit, and ſerve him with their ſpirit. 3: 
2. THEY are for reconciling their reli- 
on with their worldly intereſt, and joining 
both together. They would ſerve God 
and Mammon too. This was the caſe of 
this church. She had been in a ſtate of 
outward proſperity, and abounded with all 
kind of good, as ſhe fancied herſelf rich 
and increaſed in goods, and had need of — 17. 
nothing, in the ſpiritual ſenſe, She was, no 
doubt, for ſecuring herſelf, and not running 
C 2 any 
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any risk, or hazarding the loſs of her eaſe 
and plenty. She was for making theſe two 


conſiſt together, and not for parting with 


one for the ſake of the other. There was 


plainly too great a prevalence of an earth- 
ty mind, or an addictedneſs to this world. 
They had not zeal to deny themſelves, 
and forſake all, for the ſake of Chriſt, and 


from a proſpect of heaven. 

AND this is a great inſtance of a 1 
warm ſpirit in the chriſtian church. Men 
are careful of their worldly intereſt in the 


firſt place, and make their religion yield 
and truckle to it. They will run no risk 


for the ſake of it, or to the prejudice of 


their preſent intereſt. They are not for 


quitting religion indeed, or wholly giving 
it up, that would be to be quite cold to 
it; but then they are for reconciling and 
ſubduing it to the intereſts of the world, 
and ſor having both together at any rate. 
They are determined to ſecure the world, 
and for having no more religion than will 
ſtand with it. 

THE are like the Tſraelites i in the 
time of Ahab, who halted between two 
opinions, and were for ſerving God and 
Baal too. And like Naaman, cured by 
the Prophet of his leproly, who would 
henceforth offer ſacrifice to no God but 
to the Lord; only he muſt be excuſed 
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in the houſe of Rimmon. So the young 
man in the Goſpel had kept the command. 
ments from his youth, and enquired after 
eternal life; he appeared hopetul and pro- 
miſing, and recommended himſelf to the 

love and favour of Chriſt, by a diſcreet 
enquiry, and a regular life: but he would 

not part with the world for the ſake of 
Chriſt, or loſe all he had for a promiſe of 

a treaſure in heaven. He had not zeal e- 
nough to deny his worldly intereſt and 
poſſeſſions, upon ſo direct a command, and ſo 
high a ſecurity. He left him at the turning 
point, and went away ſorrowful, having 
great poſſeſſions. A lukewarm chriſtian 

will not care to ſuffer any great inconve- 
nience for his religion, or be eaſily brought 

to part with the world, or lay down 

his life at the call of God, and for the hopes 

of heaven. He will find ſome ſaving or 
other to his worldly intereſt, tho' at the 
expence of truth, or by compliance with - 
fin, atleaſt in a leſſer or doubtful inſtance. « Johnii. 
So the Apoſtle makes the love of the world, 

7. & in a prevailing degree, inconſiſtent with 
the /ove of the Father; and the friendſhip 
of the world, enmity with God. 

3. THEY are for ſparing all the pains 
and labour in religion they can, and ex- 
cuſing themſelves from the difficulties of 
it. They are for no more pains in religion 
than needs muſt, and the leſs with them 

8 | the 
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 LUKEWARMNESS 
the better. So we may ſuppoſe the cafe of 


the church of Laodicea. She was not cold, 
or without any ſenſe and regard to reli- 


gion. Something was neceſſary to be done 


to keep up the form and profeſſion of re- 
ligion, and make a diſtinguiſhing appearance 
from ſome of the other churches. But nei- 
ther was ſhe Hot, or ſhewed any diligence 
and zeal about it. They went on in a care- 
leſs formality, and idle indifference. 'They 
did not ſtand ftill indeed, but they moved 
ſlowly and made little riddance : They were 
afraid of doing too much, and careful net 
to exceed. 
LUKEWARMNESS is much ſeen in this in- 
ſtance, and commonly appears this way. 
Such men are for ſparing and favouring 
themſelves all they can, and doing no more 
than juſt needs muſt, and the neceſſity of 
the caſe requires. They muſt keep up the 
outward forms and obſervances of religion, 
that they may not ſeem to be quite cold and 
dead to it; but they care not how little 
they do in it, or how ſeldom it is done: 
They are great good husbands and very 


_ thrifty, on the wrong ſide. They are rea- 


dy to ſay to themſelves what Peter ſaid to 


his Lord, Spare thyſelf; and to ſay of others 


zeal, what Judas ſaid of Mary, Where- 
fore is this waſte? They are ready to 
cenſure others diligence in religion as ſuper- 
fluous labour, and more ado than needs, 
or being righteous over-much. "Ts 


. 
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IT is ſufficient with them to go the beat- 
en round and courſe of ſervice, and perform 
the eaſier parts of religion, which can be 
done at a cheaper rate, and are conſiſtent 
with their intereſt and their eaſe: but they 
are willing to be excuſed from the difficult 
duties, and giving themſelves too much 
trouble about it. 'They go to church, and 
worſhip God in publick ſolemnities; per- 
haps they are juſt in their dealings with 
men, and keep themſelves from open vice; 
and this is ſo far very right: but they care 
not how little they meddle with the vital 
and ſpiritual duties of religion; and what re- 
quires cloſer attention of mind, and greater 
diligence and ſelſ-denial; as purity of heart, 
ſpiritual worſhip, and a life of faith, the 
mortification of fin, eſpecially of a favourite 
| fin; watching over our hearts and ways; 
retired meditation upon the divine law, and 
examination of ourſelves; and an heavenly 
mind and converſation. They have no no- 
tion of doing whatſoever their hands find 
to do with all their might; of ſtriving to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate; or working out 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling ; 
and giving diligence to make their calling 
and election ſure, and to be found of their 
Judge in peace: To take all opportunities, 
and improve all advantages, to exert them- 
ſelyes to the utmoſt for further improve- 
ment, 
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 LukxEwARMNESS 
ment, or greater uſefulneſs, or better pre- 
paration for heaven. Herenpon,  _ 
4. THEY are content with as /zt7/e reli- 
gion as will juſt ſerve the turn. The church 
of Laodicea muſt be ſuppoſed to continue 
pretty much in the ſame ſtate, and with- 
out any conſiderable alteration, when it 
was neither cold nor hot. They thought 


themſelves ſafe and well already, and ne- 


ver aimed at higher attainments, or farther 
improvements in religion, as they did not 


much decline or grow worſe; for then they 


would have ceaſed to have been /tkewarm, 
and would have been either cold or hot. 
So lukewarm chriſtians look upon re- 
ligion as a neceſſary means to happineſs ; 
they cannot attain their end without it. 
They muſt be religious in order to accep- 
tance with God, and the obtaining of hea- 
ven at laſt; for without faith it is impoſſt- 
ble to pleaſe God, and without obedience 
there is no ſalvation. And therefore they 
are not quite cold to it, or without any con- 
cern about it; they keep up the profeſſion 
of faith, and the forms of worſhip, and 


have ſome regard to obedience: But then 


neither are they Hot; they have no zeal 
about it, or ambition to excel in it. This 
appears in their being ſatisfied with juſt ſo 
much as they think abſolutely neceſſary to 
their end. They are for ſo much religion 


as is ſufficient to ſecure them the fayour of 
God, 


repreſented and reproved. 


| God, and prevent his wrath, and no more; 
as if all beyond that were ſuperfluous and 


needleſs. They care not how little they 
have, ſo they have but juſt enough, and 
uſe their religion only as a means to keep 
them out of hell, and juſt ſet them within 
the gates of heaven: They don't look up- 
on it as moſt excellent and amiable in itſelf, 
and worthy their firſt choice, their higheſt 
love, and beſt indeayours. | 


THEY are content that others ate eminent 


in goodneſs, and improved in religion: Let 
them have the glory of excelling, they are 
ſatisfied with the loweſt form in the ſchool 
of Chrift, and the laſt place in the king- 
dom of heaven: They never aſpire after 
farther increaſe of grace, or higher attain- 
ments in the chriſtian life; to grow in grace 
and knowledge ; to add one grace to another; 
to be of a ready and forward mind; to a= 


bound in every good work ; and be ſteadfaſt 
and eſtabliſhed ; to reach to a cloſer confor- 


mity to God, to higher degrees of his fa- 
your, and greater rewards in heayen. They 
have a ſhameful modeſty, and ill- placed hu- 
mility, where only ambition is a virtue, and 
the greateſt ambition is commendable. So 
they are but ſafe from danger, they care 
not how little holineſs they have at preſent, 
or how little happineſs hereafter : Tho 
this by the way is contrary to the nature of 
true goodneſs, which always naturally tends 
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to farther growth, and aims at the higheſt 
perfection; and wherever religion is loved 
for itſelf, and has its proper power, it will 
neceſſarily be 10. 9% 
F. THEM are unconcerned for the in- 
tereſt of religion in the World, and the good 
of others. So lukewarmneſs here ſtands 
oppoſed to being Sealous, in ver. 19. or 
acting with fervour and vigour of mind. 
This is the natural conſequence of a luke- 
warm indifference in religion. Tis al- 
| ways, obſerve it when you will, a narrow 
[|| and ſelfiſh ſpirit. If they go on in the out- 
by ward forms and duties of religion, and do 
ih enough, as they reckon, to ſecure the fa- 
= vour of God, and happineſs hereafter ; they 
i" are not ſolicitous what becomes of religion 

it in the world, whether it flouriſh and proſper, 

| or languiſh and decline ; whether it get 

tl ground, and mightily grow and prevail; 
[| or loſe ground, and is reduced within nar- 
| Tower limits; whether it is effectual and 
ft ſucceſsful in the fouls of men and mighty 
through God; or only a lifeleſs form and 
profeſſion. | ; 
* THEY are not much afſected with the 
if ſtate of religion about them, or the fate of it 
i in the world. They are not afflicted with 
the perſecuted ſtate of the church of God 
at any time, and grieved with the 2fflictions 
of Joſeph ; nor do they rejoice in the pro- 
ſperity of it, and prefer Jeruſalem to their 
| - chief 
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chief joy. They neither weep with them 
who weep, nor rejoice with them who re- 
joice. They are not duly affected with the 
diſhonour, and contempt of religion in the 
world, or with the decays of goodneſs, and 
abounding of wickedneſs among profeſſors 
of religion: They are not like juſt Lot in: Pet.ii.8. 
wicked Sodom, who dwellmg among them, 
in ſeeing and hearing; vexed his righteous 
ſoul from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds : Nor like the deyout Pſalmiſt; who pai. cxix: 
beheld the tranſgreſſors, and was grieved; 88. 
and ſays, Rivers of tears ran down My — 136. 
eyes, becauſe they keep not thy law. He 
was deeply affected. at others wickedneſs : 
and how much reaſon have good men to 
be ſo in this degenerate world, wherever 
they live! 7 
AND for the ſame reaſon they are not 
_ duly concerned to promote religion in o- 
thers, and ſpread it round about them; in 
thoſe who are under their care and within 
their reach. 'They are not like upright 
Joſbua, determined for God and his ſer- 
vice, they and theirs, whatſoeyer others 
do; according to that brave and generous 
reſolution, But as for me and my houſe We Joſh. xxiv. 
will ſerve the Lord. Or like the holy 1F: 
Apoſtle, whole heart's deſire and prayer to whe 
God for Iſrael was, that they might. be 
ſaved; and who tells the Philippians, God Philip.i.8. 
is my record how greatly I long after * 
13 ; WD 2 a 
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; 20  LUKEWARMNESS 
all in the bowels of Feſus Chriſt. Indeed 
the Apoſtles ated with zeal to ſave them- 
ſelves and thoſe who heard them, and to 
Jud.3; promote the common ſalvation, But tis 
otherwiſe with the lukewarm: Let other 
| men take care of themſelves, and religion 
\ mmiſt for itſelf, for them. They care not 
what becomes of the ſouls of other men, or 
of poſterity and the riſing generation, which 
| is the ſeed and ſeminary of the church in 
|! aſter ages: If they can ſerve themſelves of 
| 
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it, and ſecure their own ends by it, they 
| are content; they have not zeal enough to 
it draw forth their concern for others, or ex- 
tend their regards to the world about them. 


jj ITuIs complaint is as old as the Apoſtles 
I time, and appeared in the firſt chriſtian 
th churches. The Apoſtle found it needful to 
i exhort the Philippians, who are highly 
j Philip. i. 4. Commended upon other accounts; Look not 
bþ every man on his own things, but every 


= man alſo on the things of others: Let e- 
1 very one be concerned for another's good; 
have a mutual regard to each other's wel- 

| fare. They were in danger of ſeeking their 
I own intereſt and credit in the uſe of their 
. ſpiritual gifts, more than the edification of 
i the church. He tells them he had only 
Timothy with him who was of a publick 
— 20, 21. ſpirit: I have no man like-minded who 
will naturally care for your ſtate; have 

an anxious ſolicitude and kindly — 

, nn 
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like that of a parent for his child. He | 
adds, For all ſeek their own, not the things | 
which are Feſus Chriſt's. This was very 
general and prevailing in thoſe parts where 
the Apoſtle now was, that is at Rome. Men 
were more concerned for their own ſafety 
in thoſe troubleſome times, than for the 
common intereſt, at leaſt in compariſon 
with Timothy and Epaphroditus, of whom 
he is here ſpeaking. Hereupon, 
65. THE are backward in their indea- 
vours to ſupport and promote it, So it 
muſt needs be, where there is an indifference 
about it. A ſincere and hearty friend of 
religion will think himſelf obliged to con- 
tribute all he can, every way, to the con- 
tinuance and ſupport of it in the world, 
and the ſpreading and increaſe of it every 
where; by his example and influence, by 
his countenance and aſſiſtance. Every man 
who has a zeal for God and religion will 
gladly do all he can to promote it, take 

every opportunity put into his hands, and 
make the beſt advantage of it he is able, to 
encourage the profeſſion of religion, and 

_ furniſh the proper means of it, and aſſiſt 
the endeavours of others, as well as uſe 
his own. This is the natural ſtate of a warm 
and lively concern of mind. 

Bor now on the other hand, a luke warm 
temper is careleſs about it, and back ward 
in its endeavours. Such men are brought 
© - with 
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with difficulty and reluctance to join in a 
common cauſe, and bear their part to ſup- 
port it. They are for ſhifting it off from 
themſelves, and don't think it concerns them: 
Let others take care of religion in the world, 
and the intereſts of other men; tis enough 
for them to take care of themſelves. They 
are ready to fay, Am I my brother's keeper 2 
or chargeable with the care of other peo- 
ple, or anſwerable for their ignorance, or 
their neglects? Perhaps they reckon it a 
buſy officious forwardneſs, or vanity and 
oſtentation, to ſhew a zeal about others wel- 
fare, or meddle with the concerns of reli- 
gion in the world. They ſay, God will 
take care of his own intereſt, and others are 
fitter for it than they; when indeed tis 


every man's duty to do his part, and eve- 


ry other man may make the ſame excuſe. 
And ſo through their remiſſneſs and indif- 
ference, religion often lies neglected, and 

runs to ruin and decay in many places. 
WHILE they are confined within the 
narrow circle of their own private intereſt, 
and ſwallowed up with the care of them- 
ſelves, they neglect the intereſts of others, 
and are regardleſs of religion in the world. 
It may ſink or ſwim for them, or any zeal 
they have for its ſupport. They have net 
ther a forward, or /zberal mind, are neither 
ready or bountiful, to promote a common' 
good, or aſſiſt the endeayours of others. 
This 
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This is the reaſon of the back wardneſs of 
many to contribute to the ſupport of the 
Goſpel in the poorer places in the country, 
where multitudes would periſb for want of 
knowledge, and the means of grace, if not 
aſſiſted by the Kindneſs and bounty of o- 
thers ; and to encourage the Charzty-ſchools 
among us for the inſtruction of the poorer 
youth, which, whatever leſſer inconvenience 
in ſome circumſtances may be pretended, are 
ſurely, in their kind, an apt means to fave 
them from the ſnares of ignorance, idleneſs 
and vice, and to ſeaſon their minds betimes 
with a ſenſe of religion, and fit them for 
uſefulneſs in after life. Tis owing to this 

cauſe that many are wanting to aſſiſt the | 

Þ Societies for Reformation of Manners, in 

: | 

| 


which many perſons of great honour, and 
integrity, with wiſe meaſures, and great 
vigour, and good ſucceſs, tho with much 
trouble and at great expence, have been fo 
long engaged; ſtruggling and contending 
againſt a torrent of profaneneſs and wie- 
kedneſs, ſo hurtful to civil ſociety; and at- = 
tempting to prepare and diſpoſe the minds ill 
of men to attend the worſhip of God, and 1 
receive the impreſſions of religion: An un- | 
dertaking this, in which, I think, no good — 
man who has any zeal for God, or love of | 
his country, ſhould be wanting to bear his | 
part, according to his ſtation and circum- | 
ſtance of lite. 


I | 
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1 know in all theſe caſes there are eva 
ceptions raiſed, as men are skilful in ſtarting 
difficulties to what they have no mind, and 
can eaſily find ſome faults where they deſi re 
to be — tho' that is not only unkind, 


but unjuſt; for tis not only denying our 


own help, but diſcouraging others, and 
tends to deſtroy the being of the thing. 
You will not help them yourſelves, nor ſuf- 
fer others, by your good will, to do it nei- 


ther. To deny or withdraw our help, is 


to weaken the deſign; but to cavil and 
wrangle againſt it, is, as far as lies in us, 
to ſtab it to the heart. But bleſſed be God 
there are many in this city, who are for- 
ward and generous in theſe reſpects, and 
great examples of zeal to others, ſufficient to 
ſhame their indifference, and provoke them 
ro emulation. 

IF any are fo curious here as to ay, 


Which is the worſt extreme and greater 


evil, an intemperate zeal, or lukewarmneſs 
and want of zeal? Indeed they are both 
very bad, and have either its peculiar evil 
belonging to it. The one is like a feveriſh 
heat in the body, which very much diſor- 
ders the whole frame, and diſturbs the re- 
gular actings of it ; but the other is like an 

univerſal weakneſs and languor, or the 


feupor of a lethargy, which unfits and in- 


diſpoſes for any vigorous action at all. The 
one deſtroys the peace and proſperity of 
religion, 


«\ | 


«\ ö 


repreſented and reproved, 


religion, in the world] the other, the life of it, 


The former is more hurtful to other men, 


the latter is more dangerous to themſelyes. 


1 I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with two 
practical remarks which the text it ſelf ſug- 
geſts. The one is, That Chriſt /2es a luke- 
warm ſpirit wherever it is: know thy 
works that thou art neither cold nor hot; 
ſo he' ſpeaks of all the other churches. 


He obſerves the temper of our minds, and 


the various workings of them, and knows 


what is good or bad. There is no hiding 
what is amiſs from him whoſe eyes are as ger. ii. 18; 
a flame of fire, and who ſearches and tries — 23. 


the reins and the heart, We may cover 
it from the eyes of men, and keep it a ſe- 
cret to ourſelves, but he ſees through all 
the diſguiſe, and perfectly knows the thing 
as it is. No falſe colourings, or fair ap- 
pearance can deceive him. All our indif- 
ference and neglects fall under his notice. 
And ſhall we not ftand in awe of his eye, 
or venture to misbehave in his preſence? 
Have we no reverence of his authority, or 
dread of his power? Nor is this ſimple 
knowledge, or meer ſpeculative obſerva- 


tion, and only for the ſake of knowing it; 


but tis to direct his carriage and conduct 
towards them, ſuitably to the ſtate he finds 
them in; for ſo it follows in v. 23. And I 


Will give to every one of you according to 


E. 1 


25 


LUEEZWARMUNESS, Gc. 
his uur b. And he tells the whole church, 
i. Behold I come quickly, and my reward ir 
with me. He knows it, in order to adjuſt 
his preſent diſpenſations and final retribu- 
tions. When he tells the lukewarm La- 
odiceans, I know thy works, ſurely tis 
with a deſign to ſtrike an awe, and raiſe a 
concern of mind. g. d. "Tis not unknown 
to me whatever you may think : I ſee the 
ſtate and temper you are in, and will deal 
with you according to the coldneſs and in- 
difference of your behaviour and conduct. 
The other remark is, That tis highly di/- 
pleafing to him. He fees it with diſlike 
and 1 wherever it is, and will 
ſhew his diſpleaſure N it prevails. 
Tis threaten d here with the greateſt ſeye- 


rity. But that leads me tothe next t 
of the _— : Ter | 


Rer. iii. 16, 16. 


1 1 = works that thou art nei- 
tber cold nor hot. I would thou 
wert cold or hot : but becauſe thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor bot, I will ſpue. thee a «of 
_”y mouth. 


7 Conſidered i in the * diſcourſe, 

the nature of lukewarmneſs in 
WEI religion, both with reſpect to the 
pᷓpperinciples and temper of the 337 
and the works, or . of the life, 


dee now, 


. repreſent the ui] of it, and ſhew 


how great and hurtful an evil it is. 
This may be collected from the na- 


ture and circumſtances of the Caſe. 


* Ts a great abſurdity, and diſagree- 
able to the nature of things. Tis plainly 


contrary to all the reaſon of the caſe. If men 
will be lakewarm and indifferent, it ought 
in nn to be about things which are in- 
E 2 different 
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different in their own nature, and irrelative 
and unconcerning to their intereſts : . They 
ought to be things of a leſſer kind, which 
have a little value in themſelves, and ſig- 


nify little to us. What has a lower place 


in the order of things, and dent affect our 
intereſt in any capital or conſiderable point, 
may be treated with anſwerable indifference, 
as matters of meer ſpeculation, or doubtful 


opinion in religion, or external modes and 


circumſtances, not determined either way 
by the word of God, in which ſome place 
a diſproportioned zeal. Of this kind was 
the keeping of days, and eating of meats, 
among the Jewiſh converts, in the Apoſtles 
times, in which a great deal of zeal on one 


fide, or the other, was ill placed; and a 


more indifferent mind, was more ſuitable 
and proper. In this caſe the Apoſtle directs, 
That every man acts according to his judg- 


ment or perſuaſion of mind, concerning the 


law fulneſs and fitneſs of them. One man 

eſteemeth one day above another, another 

1 every day alike. Let every man 
Rom. xiv. Oe 


35+ 16. 200 regardeth a day, regardeth it unto 


the Lord; and he who regardeth not 4 


day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. 
He wha eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he 
giveth God thanks; and he who eateth 
not, tothe Lord he eateth not, and giveth 
God thanks; He owns God therein, and 
2 Riß 8 notwith⸗ 


fully perſuaded in his own mind. He 


— 
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relations and affairs of humane life; in mar- 
rying, in weeping and rejoicing, in buying, 1 Cor. vii. 

and uſing the world, we muſt be as #ho'29- 

we had and poſſeſſed, them notz and let 

our moderation be known to all, which phiip. ir. 
ſtands in oppoſition. to carefuineſs abouts, 6 
them, or an anxious. ſolicitude of mind. 

Bur now in matters of proper religion, 

which are plainly and expreſſly required 

by God, and relate to our pleaſing him, 

and acceptance with him at preſent, and 

our happineſs with him hereafter; to be 
lukewarm here is quite another caſe, and 
altogether unnatural and abſurd ; becauſe 

theſe are things-of quite another nature, 

az that is, of the greateſt value in themſelves, 

and the higheſt conſequence to us. Tis 

to be careleſs where the greateſt care is 
needful, and indifferent about what moſt of 
all concerns us. Tis alike unreaſonable as 
if a man ſhould be indifferent, whether he 
recovered, or died, in a fit of ſickneſs; 
whether he proſpered, or miſcarried, in the 
main affair of life. And as theſe are things 
in all rational account of an higher nature, 
and greater importance to us, than any con- 
cerns of the bodily life and health; ſo the 
folly and abſurdity muſt be proportionably 
greater than that of any other caſe what- 
ſoever. Who ſees not the glaring abſur- 
dity and improptiety, to be cold to our 
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higheſt intereſt, and lukewarm where we 
ought to be moſt zealous ? q 

2̃. Ir commonly proceeds from pride and 
ſelf-conceit. There is a great evil in the 
cauſe of it, as well as in its own nature. 

Ver. iy. So it plainly was in the preſent caſe. Thon 

fayeft I am rith and increaſed in goods, 

and have need of nothing, and knoweſt 
not that thou art wretched, and miſera- 
ble, and poor, and blind, awd naked. Here 
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1 was 4 ſtrange miſtake of her own caſe; a 
10 vain conceit of excellence and fullneſs, 
Wi wheti there was real emptineſs and miſery. 
| | hey were puffed up with an opinion of 

1 their own worth, becauſe they retained the 

tl outward forms of religion, and preſerved 


== the chriſtian doctrine arid worſhip uncor- 
14 rupt among them, and made an open pro- 
1:48 feſſion of it, without any remarkable er- 
ror or diſorder; though they were really 
formal and lifeleſs, and deſtitute of real 
I" goodneſs, or of any vigour and power of re- 
11 lögion. They were really wretehed and 
| miſerable, for they valued themſelves upon 
a miſtaken wr of their caſe. If they 
had ks mſelves better, they would 
have thought worſe of themſelves, and a 
true judgement of things would have un- 
deceived them. 

Tunis is a common cafe in the profef. 
ſing world. There is pride of e pri- 
vilege, and of a 3 religion, or fair - 

out= 
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out-ſide, while they are careleſs of inward 
and vital religion, which is moſt properly 
religion. They fancy themſel ves virtuous 
and pious for — Ay up the outward 


| forms of religion, and external obſer- 


vances, perhaps in the ſtricteſt way, and 
with the leaſt diſorders, tho they are re- 


gardleſs of the temper, of their ſpirita, and 
. exerciſe of the chriſtian graces. They 


are warm, it may be, about the modes and 


forms of religion, but comparatively. cold 


about the life and ſpirit of it. They are 
filled with a proud conceit of their ſpiri- 
tual privileges, and appearance of things, 


without the ſubſtance and reality. There 
is a real ignorance of — wy and the 


true ſtate of the caſe, at the bottom of this 
conceit, and tis founded not upon the truth 


of things, but upon a real and dangerous 
miſtake. 


? 
80 I underſtand the Apoſtle when he 


3* 


tells the Corinthians, Now ye are full,, Cor. is. 


now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings. 
without us: 1 would to God ye did reign, 


that we might reign with you. He taxes 
their pride and conceit of their privileges 
and ſpiritual giſts, g. d. © You are full _ 


8 yourſelves, and think yourſelves fuffi- 


« cient without my nn and help, 


“ who was the — 4 of bringing yon 

4 to the knowledge of the truth, and con- 

z 4 * veying TM m gifts. You are ſo 
A 
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00 a princes in your own conceit, and 
« are in your kingdom. I wiſh I may find 
hy it ſo when J come among you, and may 
© ſhare in your proſperity, | and rejoice with 
« you.” This plainly imported a great 
dincqtibhiceSiicls with themſelves, and diſ- 
regard of the means of improyement. Pride 
and coneeit of knowledge and gifts often 
abates the life and zeal of religion, and 
naturally leads to ſecurity, and breeds a 


| careleſſneſs and indifference of mind. 


3. Trey are always much at 4 fand, 
nd uncapable of any conſiderable improve- 


ment. For while they are /ukewarm and 


neither cold nor hot, they muſt be confi- 
ned within narrower limits, and be pret 

much alike, without any conſiderable al- 

teration, from the neceſfary circumſtance of 
their caſe. The reaſon is, That if they al- 
ter either way, it would change their whole 
ſtate. If they were conſiderably better, then 
they would be hot; if they were worſe, 
they would be quite cold. Any alteration 
of conſequence would deſtroy their luke- 
warmneſs, and make them either hot or 


cold. Tis very obſervable concerning this 


church of Laodicea, that a lukewarm ſpi- 
rit had ſpread and prevailed to that de- 


gree, that none of them ſeemed exempt 


from it; for there is no one commendation 
of i K, as there | is of all the other churches. 


Fa They 
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8 They excelled in no one grace, Or, good » | 
work. 
Tus conſequence of alin is, T hat. they 
muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to be much 
at a ſtand, and without any conſiderable 
improvement, after the longeft ſtanding in 
the chriſtian ſtate, and the greateſt advan= 
tages. Tis inconſiſtent - with this temper”: 
of mind to grow in grace, or abound in the 
T fruits of. righteouſneſs ; to have a ſtrong 
faith, or fervent love, or lively hope. 
Tho' they {et under the goſpel of grace, 
and enjoy the: beſt means of i improvement, 
for a long time together, they are juſt where 
they were, or as if they had leſs adypan- 
es, without making any advance or pro- 
18 greſs in the chriſtian life, or reaching to 
higher attainments in it. All that ever 
can be pretended is, That they don't gro-w- 
much worſe, and are not quite cold; they 
are not dead, but only languid and weak; 
like a plant which does not die, but never 
W thrives in a rich ſoil, and under the beſt 
= culture. | 
1 Bur how does this fra the reatbn | 
of the caſe, the long exerciſe of mercy and . 
patience, the great enjoyment of means and 


t 

n commands to grow. and improve? Ho 

1 juſtly does this lay us open to the reproof 

y of the Apoſtle, Je are dull of hearing; heb. v. 12. 


opportunities, and the frequent calls and 


For when for the time ye ought to be 
1 teachers, 


# > # 


a 
, 
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teachers, you need that one teach you gain 


and are 


ri{ſhment and ſtrength. 


of perſecution, and endure the fiery trial. 


need have courage and reſolution to ſtand 


deny ourſelves, and take up the croſs. - 
Bur a lukewarm chriſtian will neyer be 
able to do this. He will yield to a power- 
ful aſſault, and conſult his ſafety by a time- 
ly retreat. He will throw down his arms 
3 at 


the firſt — of the oracles of God, 
ecome ſuch as have need of milk, 

and nor of trong meat; They are always 
Ver. 13,14. babes, and never arrive at full age. They | 
are children, and never come to proper 
manhood, or the ſtature of a perfect man. 
Eph. iv. 13. This is to be dur i in religion, and ſtinted 
im our growth, under all the means of r nou- | 


4. Ir betrays to apoſtacy in times of | 
trial. Perſeverance to the end, is eſſential 
in the chriſtian ſtate, and indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to the final bleſſedneſs. We muſt. 
| Mat.x. 22. endure to the end, that we may be ſaved; 
lieb.. 39. and to draw back, is unto perdition Now 
this requires the truth and reality of things, 
and not only outward forms and appearance. 
There muſt be a high value and regard to 
religion, and ſome degrees of warmth and 
zeal; we ought to be well ſatisfied, and 
well fixed in our minds, to ſtand the ſhock | 


It requires conſiderable ſtrength to bear 
up againſt a warm oppoſition: We had 


againſt a ſtream, and face a danger, to 


, 9 2 =». 
x '* FS L - 
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1 at che ſight of an enemy, and cry 3 | 4 
ä % er firſt violent attack. He may make — 
fair appearance in a. time of proſperitit 
ace, and when all is ſafe ahout him; 
but when perſecution ariſes. becanſe of the 
word, by and by he is offended. :,, He will 
throw I oyer _ when the ſtorm be- 
to ariſe, and make ſbzpwreck of faith Tim. 4. - 
and a good conſcience. How ſhall he ſtand 9. n 
is ground in a time of trial, who has no | 
un and zcal in the cauſe in which he is 
engaged; no heart or en to reſiſt or 
contend?ꝰ 
Ax p ſo w we commonly bad itin times of 
| public danger and great diſtreſs. Formal 
poſe ors of religion fall away and drop off, 
like withered leaves, or rotten fruit, in a 
bigh wind, or at the ſhaking of a tree. A 
| lukewarm chriſtian will never die a mar- 
tyr for his religion, or lay down his life for 
Chriſt. He will be more likely at ſuch a 
time to betray his Lord, like Judas, ſor 
the ſake of gain; or, with Demas, to for- 
fake his profeſſion, from the love of the 
preſent world. He will neyer run a risk, 
or endure a hardſhip, for what he is indif⸗ 
* N about. Lukewarmneſs will certain- 
Fil lead to ſinful compliance to ſecure them- 
lves, or to downright apoſtacy, in ex- 
ny danger, if ever it comes to the trial. 
TIs highly offen/fve to God. This 
n = is repreſented here by the image and allu- 
* | F 2 ſion 
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fion of Warm Water, which is e 
to the ſtomach; and provokes a nauſe 
d. The thing is grievous to me, and 

What 1 cannot digeſt. It plainly imports 
ſomething highly diſagreeable and diſ- 

5 pleaſing to him. It cannot but be a great 

. offence to the bleſſed God, to ſee a rea- 
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1 ſonable ſoul act ſo contrary. to the higheſt 
1 reaſon, and ſo ſtrangely weak and abſurd 
„ a part; to be indifferent and unconcerned 
1 about the greateſt good; to be careleſs a- 
— 19 bout acceptance and favour with God, and 
| [Fs its own welfare and happineſs. Why, to 
1 | ſiee men zealous about trifles, and indiffe- 
. | rent about the ,moſt real and important 
1 5 bleſſings; careful of their bodily welfare, 
Will and the concerns of the preſent life, but 
li 1 negligent of their ſouls proſperity, and e-„ 
| i i" verlaſting bleſſedneſs ; to value themſelves 
1110 upon outward privileges and forms, which 
1408 are only valuable as means of improve- 
"8 ment, but cold and careleſs about the in- 
0 ward life of religion, the due impreffion 
| I upon the heart, the forming the ſpirit aright, 
Wl and the exerciſe and growth of their graces ; 

| what can be more diſagreeable and unac- 

countable ? 

Taais is plainly trifling with God in 
the moſt ſerious matter, and putting the 
greateſt affront upon him. ?Tis an affront 
to his holineſs and truth, as if he * not 
love or require truth in the inward parts, 


worſhip 


— — u —— x 


worſhip in ſpirit and truth, and love and 
obedience with all the heart. "Tis an 
affront to the zeal of the Lord. of hoſts, 
and his jealouſy of his glory, as if he were 
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indifferent too, and altogether ſuch a one pgl. l. 21: 


as ourſelves, and might be put off with 
ſhews and ſhadows, and the meaneſt offer- 
ing were a ſufficicnt ſacrifice: to the Ma- 


'  Jeſty of heaven. Tis an affront to his om- 
niſtience, as if he did nat know the heart, 


and might be eaſily deceived and mocked ; 
and to his infinite goodneſs, from which we 
receive all our powers and all our bleſſings, 
as if he deſerved no better at our hands. 


But what do men mean to provoke the 


Lord to jealouſy,are we ſtronger than he? 
Will they offend him not only by their 
fins, but by their religion too, which is de- 
ſigned to pleaſe him, and procure his fa- 
vour ? Is not the deceiver curſed who of- 


fers to the Lord a corrupt thing, and pre- Mal. i. 8, 


ſents him who is a great king, with what “ 
an earthly governour would reject and di- 
ſpiſe? Hereupon again, and in conſequence 

oat this, © | "4 8 

6. IT tends to deſtruction, and is the 
ruin of churches, and particular perſons, 
Wherever it prevails. For this the expreſ- 
ſion imports too, and is agreeable to the al- 
luſion here: Becauſe thou art zeit her cold 
nor hot, Iwill ſpue thee out of my mouth; © 
like lukewarm water, which is uneaſy to 
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the ſtenach, and proyokes a diſcharge. 


The exprefſion plainly fignifies, not only 
the offenſive nature * the evil, but thee 


deſtructive tendeney of it too, and what it 
muſt naturally 


A cavſe of thy lukewartnneſs, I will eil 


iſſue in at laſt. 
6“ diſdwn thee, and caſt thee off. I wi 


„ unchurch thee, and give thee up to deſo- 
lation; ; T will cut off the reſation be- 
« tween ns, and remove the ſymbols of 
© my preſence from among you; I will 


Have nothing more to do with you in a 
« way of fayour, but will caſt you off with, 


„ difdain, as a thing diſhonourable and diſ- 


©* pleafing to me. 
80 the general prevalence of a luke- 


warm ſpirit in any church, threatens the 
diffolution and deſtruction of it; and ac- 


cording to the degrees and continuance of 


it, is a fatal ſymptom of God's withdrawing, 


from them his gracious preſence and pro- 
teckion, and giving them up to groſs cor- 


ruptions which deſtroy the ſpiritual nature 
of religion, or to violent perſecutions, which 
deſtroy the outward profeſſion of it. When 


4 careleſs indifference has long prevailed a- 


mong all ſorts, hecommonly removes the can. 
Aleſtick out of its place, and takes away the 
word of the kingdom, the token and pledge 
of his preſence, and carries it to another 


place; which was actually verified in the 
churches of Alia, whieh haye been all long 
gage 


4. d. « Be-= 


* 
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a and. cod 
- ago deſtroy red, and oyer-run with Mahama· 
© 74niſm. So God threatned 1/7ael, by. the 
prophet, Te are not my people, and I am Hoſ. i. 9. 
not your God; and he utterly deſtroyed 
the Fewiſh church, when it was ſunk into of 
formality and hypocriſy. What aſpect this . 
has upon the preſent ſtate of the chriſtian = 
church, they who wiſely. conſider. things, Ty 
and. haye a due concern of mind for the in- 7 
tereſt. of religion among uh, cannot. but 
think, of with trembling and | 
Ax p the tendency of a lukewarm tem- 
per i is the ſame. in proportion to particular 
perſons. When they continue long neither 
cold nor hot, under great. ſpiritual. ad van- 
tages of improvement, he leaves them at 
length to grow quite cold, and to extin- 
guiſh every degree of heat. It provokes. | 
the holy and. jealous, God to tabe away 
his holy ſpirit from. them; to leave them 
to, themſelves, and to grow into greater care 
leſſneſs and ſecurity, or to run into open 
wickedneſs and diſregard of God. And 1 
heartily wiſh there were not many inſtances 
to be found in chriſtian churches of this 
kind, not only in former times, and in o- 
ther parts of the world, but in the preſent 
age and among ourſelves. Upon the Whole, 
ho great an evil muſt that needs be, which 
has not only ſo much evil in its nature and 
e but ſuch ſad effects too; and which 
naturally 
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naturally tends to ſo much evil, and ifſues 
in fo 3 a miſchief at laſt ! I proceed, 


4 


mn. To apply it. And here, 


1. LET me put you upon the N 
of your own ſtate : Look upon yourſelves 
in the light of this truth. Are you Juke- 


| Warm, neither cold nor hot? The matter 


is very ſerious and. of great moment, which 
Concerns every one of us, and affects us 
very nearly. I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak 
to the conviction of conſcience, and to 
bring it home to eyery man's caſe. If you 
heartily join iſſue with me in a ſerious at- 
tention and regard, we may hope for a 
good effect. I ſhall be free and faithful 
with you in it. | 

1. Is your concern and zeal at all equal | 
or ſuitable to the importance of things; 
does it bear any proportion to the real. 
value and moment of them? You are ſup- 
poſed here not to be quite cold, or without 
any zeal for religion: but is there any 


degree of heat ſuitable to the greatneſs of 


the objects you are concerned about? Is 
your zeal for God, for his intereſt and ho- 

nour in the world, for his truth and ap- 

intments, at all Anfwerable to the 4 

5 your 

concernment with them? Does it at all a- 
gree to the value of his fa your and accep- 
tance 


20 | 
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tance of you, and your happineſs in him? 
Is your zeal for your ſoul, and your eternal 


welfare, in any proportion to the worth of 
the ſoul, and its diſtinguiſhing excellence 


and pre- eminence above the body, and all 
its preſent concerns? Is your regard to your 
future exiſtence, agreeable to the aweful 
importance of eternity? Is your concern for 
the good of the world about you, and the 
care of every one under your roof, and 


within the compaſs of your influence, ſui- 


table to the relation you ſtand in to them, 


and your capacity of ſervice to them? 18 


your regard for the welfare of the church 
of God, for its peace and proſperity, free 


4x 


from corruption and perſecution, and its 


greater glory and extent, becoming a citi= 
zen of Sion, and a member of the body of 
Chriſt? Ale your daily prayers and indea- 
vours worthy of the chriſtian zeal, and 
fuitable to the conſequence of things! ES. 
Mar not all our warmth and zeal about 
theſe things be called lukewarm, with re- 
ſpe& to the real excellence and importance 
of them ? Don't it fall vaſtly ſhort of what it 


ought to be, and what it might be, with due 


care and regard to them ? Herein, I doubt, 
we ſhallall be found wanting and blameable. 
There are degrees of lukewarmneſs, or a diſ- 
proportionate zeal, in thoſe who are truly 
ſincere, and moſt zealous; enough to humble 
ys before 2 and ſhame, and condemn us 
G in 


— of r- 2 


—_— — A 


py — a 
1 — 4 8 


a ns 53% 
r — YC ———————— —ꝛ—— —˙»O» RN 


— — Cn gn > 
* - 


— — 
— —= — 7 
— 


X wo r err * 


2 


- — # — he 
ERIE 


_ 
RSS 
8 


2 
— 
— GAS a 


a 


— ano a gb 33 
, r 
—— 1 
— 
nm 


_ 
>” mn. 
* a 


1 
in our own minds. This extends wide, and 
. 


„ 


2. Is it equal to what it formerly was? 


Is there no abatement or decay of the zeal. 

we once had? We find this charged upon 

the church of Epheſus, which yet, in the 

main, was greatly approved and commend- 

Ch. ii. 4, ed; Nevertheleſs I have ſomething a= 
5. gainſt thee, becauſe thou. haſt left thy 
Fiſt love; remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy 

firſt works. Their love to God and one 
another was ſenſibly abated, and as ini- 

quity albunded, the love of many waxed 

cold. May not God juſtly expoſtulate with 

Jer. ii. 2. us, as he did with 1/rae/! I remember the 
kindneſs of thy youth, and the love of thy 
eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 

the wildernefs, in a land that was not 

ſown : When they firſt became his peo- 


ple, and entered into covenant with him. 


hat iniquity have your fathers found in 
me, that they have gone far from me? 
What falſhood, what injury, what unkind- 
neſs? May he not reproach us as he does 
Hoſ. vi. 4. them in another prophet ; Tour goodneſs is 
asc the morning cloud and early dew which 
goeth away; which is ſcattered and dried 
up every day by the rifing ſun. 
Is there no ſenſible alteration from your 
former ſtate ? Perhaps when you firſt ſet 
out in religion, your minds were poſſeſſed 
I with 


A 


repreſented and — 


with a greater reverence of the majeſty of 


God, and concern for his favour; you had 
warmer deſires after him, and greater dili- 
gence and delight in his ſervice; a greater 
fear of offending him, and tenderneſs of 
his honour. But now you are more cold 
and indiffetent towards him, have greater 
remiſſneſs of mind, and leſs regard to him 


in your lives. Vou once loved the habita- 


tion of his houſe, and a day in his courts 
was better than a thouſand; you re- 
joiced when" they ſaid, let us go to the 
houſe of the Lord, and the ſabbath of the 
Lord was your delight | you ſound re- 


freſhment and ſtrength in the worſhip and 


ordinances of God, and went from ſtrength 
to ſtrength. But now you are leſs zealous 
in attending them, and more eaſily diſpenſe 
with the neglect of them; a ſlighter occa- 
ſion will divert from a ſolemn attendance, 
and excuſe a diſregard. © Tis more a mat- 


ter of curioſity and entertainment; per- 


haps tis a Wearintſg, or a meer formality. 
Have you the fame reliſh for retired con- 
verſe with God; for ſecret prayer and me- 
ditation; for ſelLEconverſe and communing 
with your own heart ; have you the ſame 
ſerious concern; the fame lively affection, 
unleſs abated: by age, and bodily infirmi- 
ty, in which caſe, indeed, there is great 
compaſſion and allowance due? Or is chere 
a of mms liſtleſſneſs and backwardnels to 

G 2 them, 
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them, more uncertain attendance to them, 
and leſs ſatisfaction and pleaſure in them? 
Is there the ſame concern there formerly 
was to {ſecure the preſence of God with 


" you in all the important turns and tranſ- 
| actions of life, and to ſeek his direction 
1 T5 and fayour in any undertaking 5. as in the 
1% change of our abodes, or in any new relation 
| i orbuſineſs of life, or any remarkable ſick- 

1 8 neſs or ſucceſs? Or i is there evidently a leſs 
1 regard to God in the affairs of life? Don't 
| 111 | you rather leave them to the care of provi- 


dence, and your own induſtry and skill, 
and expect his bleſſing and direction of 
courſe, without an . acknowledg 


Ill ment of God, or being ſo earneftly con- 
11 cerned about it? Have you the ſame re- 
1 gard you ever had for the publick good, I 
1 and the welfare of others; or are you not 
i more contracted in your minds, and. more 


indifferent towards it?ʒ;⸗ 

ARE we ſenſible of no abatement of 
Samer zeal, or greater degree of cold- 
neſs and indifference? ' And then what 
i will all the increaſe of our light ſignify, 
| 1 or the improvement of our Knowledge; 
bil if there is not an anſwerable degree of 
n heat and warmth of mind, and a greater 
regard to God in all our ways? Or, if we 
are drawn off by the eager purſuit of know - 
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il ledge, or the ſurprize of further light, and 
i much more by angry ang uncharitable con- 
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tention about it, from attending to the prac- 


_ conſequence, and proper eſſect — it ? 
l. will be yory anodifying, — is only a 
cold unaſſecting God be merciful 
to the 1 — and enlightned part of 
the — who ſpeak more correctly, and 
thiok and reaſon with-greater exactneſs than 
former ages, but live more careleſſly and 
are leſs circumſpect in their walk. 
are better hiloſaphers indeed, but not 10 


good Chriſtiams; which it my obſervations 


of the world dont deceive me, is too often 
the caſe. And tho 1; readily own that 
this is not the natural eſſect of greater light, 
or any juſt prejudice to ſober; — 1 
yet, ſurely, tis the more criminal, 

that account, and. e of the greater 

8. Consp En it in ee with 
_ s greater zeal. Is your zeal equal to 
that of ſome other chriſtians ? Have not 


ſome of them a higher reverence of God in 


their minds; a greater zeal for his honour 
and intereſt; a greater delight in his ſer- 
vice; a more generous concern for the good 
of others, to promote chriſtian knowledge, 
true piety, and univerſal benevolence in 
the world? Don't ſome others, of no 
greater capacity and advantages than your 
ſelves, perhaps ſome of much leſs of ei- 
ther, far outſtrip and exceed you in ſpiri- 


ans attainments and uſeſulneſs of life. 
Some 


45 
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Some plain chriſtians in meaner circum 


ſtances of life, who have leſs time and fewer 


helps, and, it may be, leſs degrees of know- 


ledge and accompliſhment; have yet greater 


life and zeal in their fouls, are more deep- 
ly concerned, more diligent and induſtrious 
in religion, and with all their difadvan= 
tages, better chriſtians than you. 
AND. what is this owing to; but Ae 
warm indifference of mind; a leſs value 
and regard to ſpiritual things, and a greater 
neglect of capacity and opportunities? Why 
ſhould not you be as lively and zealous as 
any others, with the ſame capacities and 
help, much more with greater? How ſen- 
fibly may we often diſcern our own defects 
in other chriſtians greater improvements, 
as there wag a great and evident difference 
here between the church of Laodicea, and 
that of Epheſus and Philadelphia! 1110 

4. CONSTDER' it in reſpect to your 
on zeal for other things. Some men have 
a greater zeal for the externals and circum- 
ſtantials of religion, than for the inward 
and vital parts of it. They have more zeal 
for their own peculiar modes of. worſhip, 
and their diſtinguiſhing opinions, by which 
they differ from other chriſtians, than for 
the ſubſtantial duties of religion, and the 


great principles in which they all agree; 


as if a man ſhould be more concerned for 
the 9 and features of his face, 
TEE than 


/ 


/ 


repreſented and reprobed. 


than the ſound temperament of the blood 


and ſpirits. They are more careful ta. 


make a proſelyte to their own party and. 


their wu way, than to make him truly 
good, and univerſally holy. They have 
a warmth, it may be, an intemperate one, 


for. an outward form, or difficult Specula- 


tion, but they are. cold to the loye of God, 
and. the love of man for his ſake. They 
are zealous in matters of worſhip and opi- 
nion, but ſadly careleſs in matters of prac- 
tice, and daily duties towards men. They 
abound and exceed in their care of leſſet 
things, but are greatly deſective in their 
regard to the greateſt. So the Phariſees 
compaſſed ſea and land to make a proſe- 


YHte; and tithed mint, aniſe and cummin, 


but neglected the weightier matters of the 


law, judgment, mercy and faith. Is your 
zeal to, pleaſe God and do his will, as great. 
as: your oa tor any diſtinguiſhing rite, or 


any favourite opinion? 


AGAIN, Others have a great zeal for 
the intereſts of this World; for their bodily 


| welfare, and the ſucceſs of their affairs. Here 
they are careful out of meaſure; they are an- 


xious in their minds, and diligent in their 
indeavours; they are conſtant and unwea- 
ried in contriving and promoting their pre- 
ſent intereſt; they riſe up early and ſit up 
late, and eat the bread of 2. ulnefs : 


WAY may be truly ſaid to mind earthly. 


things ; 
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Lo ER WARMNESS 
things; their heart is in them, and they 
are in good earneft, They loſe no oppor- 
tunity, and negle& no advantage. But 
are they fo in religion? By no means, no- 
thing like it. Here they are ſtrangely cold 
1 and careleſs; they fatisfy themſelves with 
1% outward appearances, and a lifeleſs forma- 
| 18 lity. There is an evident diſproportion at 
1 firſt fight, and the greater, the nearer you 

1 look into it. They have not the ſame 
1 concern of mind, nor uſe the ſame diligence 
| [| to pleaſe God and fave their fouls, as they 
1 do to grow rich and get the world. The 
| BR are more careful a great deal to increaſe 

and ſecure their preſent pertſhing Poſſeſ- 
fions, than to lay up a treaſure in heaven, 
and ſecure the #rue riches, and an incor- 
ruptible inheritance, Is not this evident 
every where in fact? And does not this 
plainly ſhew a want of zeal, and a great 
degree of luke warmneſs, wherever it is? 
(. 2. LET me caution you againſt this great 
and dangerous evil which began ſo early, 
and ſo often prevails in the chriſtian church. 

Whether there is any preſent occaſior for 

this as things now ſtand in the chriſtian 

world, and as they lie among ourſelves, I 

am content any man fhould judge, who is 

ſeriouſly concerned for the intereſt of reli- 

gion, and is not to a gteat degree luke- 

warm himſelf. F 
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repreſented and reproved. 
If you ſay, But what muſt we do to 
prevent, or recover ourſelves from ſuch a 
ſtato? I anſwer briefly in the following 


ſuggeſtions, which the context here will 


furniſh us with. x | 
Poss Ess your minds with the value and 
moment of things. How great are the 
concernments of religion to every man ? 
Of what conſequence is the fayour of God, 
and acceptance with him through Chriſt, 


of an intereſt in the goſpel-coyenant, and 


a title to eternal life? Of what value are 


your ſouls, which in the accounts of the 


Saviour of the world, are more worth than 
the whole world? How great a thing is 
the eternal ſalvation of the foul? How 


excellent and amiable is the worſhip and 


ſeryice of God, and the ſeveral. graces of 
the chriſtian life, which are the wiſely ap- 
pointed means, and neceſſary qualifications 


to acceptance and happineſs? How infi- 


nitely more noble and important are the 


unſeen eternal things of the other world, 


than all the ſee and temporary things of 
this? Is there any degree of compariſon 

and proportion between the momentary 
things of the preſent life, and the far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory? 
Settle your judgments of the real value of 
things, and what is unqueſtionably right 
and fit, that you may proportion your re- 
gards to the truth of things, and bring them 

| H to 
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LUEEWARMN ESS 
to a nearer equality to them. Where ſhall 


we be zealous if we are lukewarm here? 
What elſe in all | the world deſerves our 


care ſo much? 


BEWARE of the firſt beginnings of 


lukewarmneſs, and recover yourſelves by 
timely care. So Chriſt directs the church 


of Sardis, Be watchful and ſtrengthen 
the things which remain. Carefully watch 


your own ſpirits, and whatſoever may give 


a wrong turn to them. Obſerve the firſt 
tendency to decay, the early abatements 
of your love, a and remiſſneſs of diligence and 
care. Oſten call yourſelves to an account: 
Enquire what occaſioned the firſt declining 
from God, and where you firſt diverted from 


the right way. Obſerve the ſeveral ſteps 


of this retrograge motion, and degrees of 
your wandring from God. Take the mat» 
ter in time, before it grow quite cold, and 
all degrees of warmth are loſt. Things 


will run to greater lengths of weakne 


and diſorder, by neglect. Make a ſpeedy. 

flop when once you diſcoyer you are gone 

back, or eng out of the way, You 
july 


will more ea recover yourſelves by 


timely application, as tis eaſier to rectify 
a ſlight diſorder than to remove a rooted 
diſtemper. So be directs the church of 
Epheſus 3 Remember from whence thou, 
art fallen and repent : i. e. recover thy 
ſelf by a and remember 1 in order 

to 


— 


— 


rappoſented and pobel. 


to repent. J. 4. A little ſel reflection win 

help to bring you to you ſelves. . 
Brstpr, ffrengtheh your zeal, which 

is directly oppoſite to lake warmneſs, and 

the Kal preſervative Dots it, So he 

dire 

therefore and repeut. "Keep alt your 


zeal as the moſt effectual guard and ſecu- 
rity. Revive the impreſſions. of divine - 


things when they begin to languiſh and 
abate, and keep up the ſavour and influ- 
ence of them upon your minds. Let them 


always appear great and important, that 


they may come with weight and force, and 
the concern of your minds be in ſome mea- 


ſu are anſwerable to the gre: moment of 
things. And the more your zeal is ſtrength= 
ned and enlivened, the leſs danger you 


will be in of a luke warm ſpirit, and the 


more effectually recovered from it. 


To conclude, Look to 22 for coun- 


ſel and ſupplies. So he directs all the 


churches in the cloſe of eyery Epiftle : 
Let him who hath an ear, hear what the 


ſpirit ſaith unto the churches ; i. e. attend 


with care to the counſels and inſtructions I 
give them. And particularly to this church, 


thee\to buy bf me gold tried in 2 fire that 
thou mayſt be rich, and white rayment 


that thou mayſt be clothed, and the ſhame 
| TH 2 of 


by 


and in its preſent ſtate, he ſays; I counſel Ver. 18. 
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1 Pet. i. 7. 
Jam. ii. 5. “ of the ſoul; and for real holineſs and 
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of thy nakedneſs do not appear, and anoint 
thy eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou mayſt 


ſee. This was a proper preſcription to 


her miſerable caſe, who was poor and blind 
and naked. q. d. Uſe ſincere indeavours 
and appointed means, look to me by 
<« earneſt ſprayer for a ſound faith, which 
6e 1s like tried gold, and the true riches 


e ſanctification, which is the fruit of faith, 
“ and the proper clothing and ornament 
of it; and for knowledge and wiſ- 
dom to make thee ſenſible of thy true 


< ſtate, and direct thee in the way of thy 
* duty.“ Let us take this counſel and 


look to Chriſt the fountain of all grace, by 
proper application and attendance, for 
freſh recuits of ſpiritual vigour, and greater 
degrees of it; to excite the dying ſparks 
of decayed zeal, and blow them up into a 
kindly flame. This muſt be our laſt reſort, 
and conſtant care, as it will be the moſt ef- 
fectual means, and will render all the reſt 


eflectual too. 
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APPENDIX 
FALSE ZEAL. 


IRT UE, like truth, is a ſtrait 

3 [4 © line between two extremes: Eye- 
ry one of the former lies in the 
middle between two oppoſite 

vices, as the other does between two er- 

rors. He who effectually guards againſt 

both extremes, naturally falls into the ſacred 

mean *. Thus in the inſtance before us, 

Zeal, or a fervour of mind in what is good, 

is a chriſtian grace or virtue ꝓ; the ex- 
treme 


* Virtus eſt vitium fugere, & ſapientia prima, 
Stultitia caruiſle mä Fe 
Virtus eſt medium vitiorum & utring; reductum. Ep. 18. 

Et modus in rebus, ſunt certi deniq; fines, 

Quos ultra citraq; nequit conſiſtere rectum. Sat. I. i. S. i. 
I The nature of zeal as a chriſtian grace has been con- 
3 ſidered to great advantage in Mr. John Reynolds's Treatiſe, 
: intitled, 
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Of FALSE Z RA. 
treme on the one hand, is /ukewarmneſs, 
or want of zeal; the extreme on the other 


hand, is too much zeal, or à falſe and 


wrong zeal, And accordingly having con- 
fidered, in the former diſcourſe, the ex= 
treme in the defect, J propoſe to conſider 
briefly the other extreme, that in the ex- 
ceſs ; which I call in the general a falſe 
or wrong zeal. And becauſe this is a point 
of conſequence in the preſent ſubject, and 
of great uſe in life, I ſhall, 1. State and 


_ deſcribe it. 2. Repreſent the evil of it. 


I. To ſtate and deſcribe it. Tis ne- 


ceſlary, in the firſt place, to know what it 


is, and how tis diſtinguiſhed and eircum- 
ſeribed, before we can judge of the evil of 


it, or be careful to guard againſt it. Now 
a Wrong zeal may be conſidered either as 
placed upon an improper and inſufficient 


bbject, and then tis a miſtalłen zeal; or in 


an undue degree towards an, otherwiſe, pro- 
per object; and then 'tis an intemperate 
zeal, I ſhall briefly repreſent it both 


Ways. 


9. 1. When it is placed upon an impro- 


per object, and is a miſtaken zeal. This 
is often the caſe in fact; men are zealous 
in the wrong place, where they ought to 

5 be 


* 


intitled, Zeal a virtue: in Dr. Evans's chriſtian temper, Vol. II. 
Serm. 18: Dr. Clarke's Sermons, Vol. IV. ſerm. 17. and 
in Mr. George Smith's Sermon, at the Old-Fewty, of the Re- 
gulation of religions zeal, I, 
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FALSE ZA. 8 
be cool, and ought not to be zealous. Thro 8 
prejudice or neglect, for want of attention, : 
or by the violence of paſſion, they miſtake 4 
the proper object of it, which makes an 7 
eſſential difference in the quality of moral 2 

actions. This is evident in theſe two great 5 
inſtances, either when they are zealous for 

What is directly evil, or br comparatively : Il 
little things. When they are zealous for EY 
what is evil, they change the whole ob- : 
ject of true zeal, which is always ſomething 
which is good. They invert the order f : 
things, and inſtead of being zealous in 4 _ 4 
good thing, they are zealous in what is . 
wicked, and ſpend the fervour of their 3 
minds upon that which is the proper object er 
of hatred and averſion. This is repre- 

ſented by the Prophet in ſtrong expreſſions: 
| Woe unto them who draw miquity with Iſa. v. 18. 

cords of vanity, and ſm as it were with 

4 cgart-rope; i. e. with great pains and la- 
bour, who are artful and induſtrious in ex- 
cuſing and confirming themſelves and others 

in their evil practices. And again, Moe to 
them who are ſtrong to drink wine, and 
men of ſtrength. to mingle ſtrong wine. 
Thus when men are zealous in diſhonour- 
ing God, or injuring other men; in promo- 
ting profaneneſs and negle& of God, and 
diſregard and contempt of his ſervice; or 

in drawing men into fin by the force of ex- 

a ample, or ſolicitation, or the lure of ad- 
1 vantage 
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| vantage and pleaſure ; by ſinful ſports and | 
paſtimes, which not only waſtea great deal of 
precious time, but corrupt the minds and man- 


ners of men, eſpecially of younger perſons: 
Or when they are zealous againſt others good- 
eſs, and indeayour to hinder them from 
the worſhip and ſervice of God, or hurt 


them for doing their duty, and following 
the beſt light of their own minds. So the 


unbelieving Zews were earneftly ſet upon 
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the devil in the world. 


hindering men from believing the goſpel, 
and entering into the kingdom of Fi 
or the goſpel ſtate, when it was firſt ſet 
on foot in the world, by the perſonal mi- 
Mat. xxiii. niſtry of Chriſt : Je ſhut up the kingdom of 
173. 


heaven againſt men; for ye neither go in 


Jour ſelves, nor ſuffer them who are enter- 


ing, to go in. They did all they could by 


reproaches and threatnings, by falſnood 
and power, to prejudice and diſcourage 
the well diſpoſed from embracing the 
chriſtian doctrine. So both Fews and 
Gentiles afterwards oppoſed the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, and prejudiced the people againſt 
them, contradicting their doctrine, diſpa- 
raging their character and conduct, and 


uſing all the methods of flander and vio- 
lence. Theſe men act with fervour in an 
ill cauſe, and to ſerve a wicked purpoſe, 
to do miſchief, and promote the kingdom of 


eaVen,. 
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little things. This afſects another circum- 


ſtance of the caſe; for the proper object of 


our zeal is not only ſomething which is 


good, but which is conſiderable. We muſt 
not be zealous about 4 trifle, or things of 
a doubtful nature, and ſmaller conſequence, 


which don't affect the vitals of religion, 


or tend to:make us better men in heart -or 
life. As now for example; a zeal for ex- 
preſſions and phraſes in religion which are 
not ſcriptural, and laying a ſtreſs upon a 

particular form of words, and manner of 
expreſſion, which has 'no higher original 
than human authority and prevailing cuſ- 
tom. And tho a wiſe man would not ſcru- 
ple any expreſſions which are at all apt and 
fit to convey a right ſenſe of things, or 


which may obyiate the prejudice of other 


men, and diſpoſe them to receive the truth; 
yet neither would he lay a weight upon 'em, 
or make them the teſt of ſoundneſs to other 
men; as if the truth might not be as well 
expreſt by other words, and beſt of all by 
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thoſe of the ſcripture, that form of ſound. Tim. i. 


words, and the words which the Holy iz. 


Ghoſt teacheth ; who doubtleſs could beſt; * 


clothe his own conceptions with proper and 
preciſe terms, and the fitteſt to convey his 
meaning. And tho' eyen theſe may need 
to be explained and expounded more per- 
Fectiy to the underſtandings of the * 
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and weak; und m uw preſentetl and 1. | 
— 5 to — ey to. inſtrùct and 
the — - my more improved; 
— ſurely they can be as eaſily explained 
3s arry human words and underſtobd vvith 
greater certainty: and fafety; and ate more 
it to he made t ie Standard of truth, than 
any other Whatſbe ver?! ob foi 
088 a zeal for particular opinions, or fa- 
yourite notions whictdiſtinguiſh one party 
of chriſtians from another; in which wie 
and good men have teren apprehenſions,; 
and' from a different turn of mind and dey 
grees of light; perhaps cannot poſſibly a- 
gree; ven the great things of religion are 
more clear and certain, in which the ſober 
anckthe pious of all parties, cannot but agree. 
And tho every man ought to be determined 
it-lefler things by his own conviction and 
beſt light, When he is obliged to chuſe his 
Wap, and prefer one to another; yet they 
71 are! Improper objects of a great deal or zeal, 
dings fobriety and moderation are proper in 
that caſe. In things of this nature the 7 
Rom. xiv:Of ſeripture is, Let every man be fully pe 
3 by 5 In his vn mind; and Let . 
P  oderation be known by ER men; 3 i. e. can- 
dour and equity. 

On yet again; then we are' cal 5 
the outward forms of religion, and meer 
external rites and obſervances, efpecially 
which are only of human appointment and 

„ 4 authority. 
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authority. A miglity zeal and warmth for, 
or Againſt a particular mode and manner 


of worſhip, or a meer eircumſtance or ap- 


pendage of religion, is miſplaced and impro- 

per. So the Apoſtle ſays of the eus who 
believed, They. are all zealous of the lam s Adr xn. 
of the rites and ohſervances of the law of 2. 
Meſes, notwithſtanding they embraced the 
chriſtian doctrine. And, he ſays of himſelf 
before-his-converſion. to Chriſtianity ; Being 

mora evecerding. zealdus: of the Iradifions Gal. i. 14; 


f my; Fathers 5. i.. of human opinions 


and. appointments: and not the commands 
of God : And he was. more zealous ahout 
them than ordinary, and more than other 
men. Thus far it nay be reckoned a miſe 


alen goal, or een and upon im- 


proper objects. . rior n 
F-. WEN there is an undue. -Hegrer 

of i it, upon, otherwife, proper objects; and 

then tis ſtrictly an int emperate Seal. It. 


may exceed in the degree, as well as er in 


the object. And this may be efpeciallyin 
two great inſtances, either when:itis 4 
proportionate to the value of its Object acer 
is ſnconſiſtent with ſome other grace, r 
virtue: When we: have more & than 
the nature of the thing requires, or ohf¹Ef a 
or it deſtroys laue ather duty of tha anti- 
-Bianilife „ 3ze DNR 3647-634 03 mONIOH 
1.18 eue to the value of 
in che when * have more: zeal: than 


agrees 


bo 
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agrees to the nature of the thing we are 
zealous about, and lay a Peak weight 


_ it than is warranted by the word of 


Suppoſe any leſſer truth or duty of 
religion, a doubtful opinion, or leſs com- 


mand, in diſtinction from the firſt princi- 


ples of the doctrine of Chriſt, or the 
weightier matters of the divine laws 
which yet may be of divine appointment 
too, and which ought to be done, and 


- ought not to be neglected. There muſt 


Rom. x. 2. Je 


not, for example, be as great zeal for the 
circumſtantials of religion, as for the ſub- 
ſtance of it; for the ornament, as for the 
life; for matters of decency and conveni- 
ence, as for ſpiritual edification; for the 
inſtrumental means, as for the great end 
of it, to which they are all directed, and 
in which their value truly lies. This was 
the great fault the Apoſtle found in the 
wiſh zealots; I bear them record they 
have a zeal of God ; inthings which relate 
to God, and for his law and worſhip ; and 


10 far it was right: But not according to 


knowledge i. e. with judgment and dif- 


cretion: It did not proceed from wiſdom 
and reaſon, informed and directed by the 


word of God ; and was not according tothe 
different nature of the object, and in pro- 
portion to its worth and excellence. It was 


not according to the truth of things, and 


the realon of the calc, They laid a greater 
| ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs upon Jewiſb rites and obſeryances, 
than hon nature of the things required, and 
when the obligation to them ceaſed : This 
was the caſe here. 

So tho we muſt be zcalous i in every good 
thing; yet not alike zealous, but only ac- 
cording to the degree of its goodneſs. We 
muſt have a greater zeal for a greater and 
more important good, and a leſs, where 
the good is leſs, and of a lower _ 
We muſt diſtinguiſh things according to 
their reſpective value and uſe; and ſepa- 
rate and make a difference, according to 
the real difference in the nature of * 

We muſt not take things in the lump, and 

confound and blend them together, which 

are really different, and ſhould be conſi- 

dered as diſtinct. This the Apoſtle calls 
approving the things which are more ex- Rom. ii, 
cellent, or trying things which differ. The bi . 
reaſon is, That this would diſturb the or- 10 . 
der of nature, and introduce a great irregu- nou . 
larity into the moral world. Tho' the}, __ 
thing is good, and a proper object of zeal, 

yet not of that degree of zeal, not of the 

ſame zeal, with other things, which are of 

a nobler nature and higher value. 

BESIDE, It is an intemperate zeal when 
it becomes inconſiſtent with ſome other 
grace and virtue, or deſtroys ſome other 
duty of the chriſtian life. Religion is a 
beautiful frame of truth, and of a regular 

order 
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— in all its — which reflects a glory 


pon the whole, and yields ſtability and 


— Everything. which diſlocates 


any of its parts, and diſturbs the order of 


it, does ſo far ſully its glory and x eaken 
its ſtrength; like putting any part of a re- 


gular building out of its proper place. In- 
deed the great miſchief to religion all a- 
long has been, not gnly in not diſtinguiſhing 
things which really difer 3, but: in, xunning 


away with ſome or qther part of it, and ſe- 


parating what ought to be oonjoined, and 
always taken together. Thus all that 


zeal is evil, whatſoever is the object of it, 


and tho tis never ſe good, which is incon⸗ 
ſiſtent with any other grace, or carries us 


beyond the bounds, of duty in any other 
reſpect. For example, when it is with- 


out taker and with bitterneſs. and wrath, 


When our zeal for God: deyours.our love 
and good-will to men, and extinguiſhes all 
Wa ſentiments and affection to our fel- 
low-chriftians. When the flame of zeal 
which ſhould only warm and heighten. our 


love, conſumes and eats it up; and. onl 


fires the mind with enyy and wrath, an 

leads ns. to hurt and injure others. All 
uncharitable and perſecuting zeal; where- 
ever it is, which puts us upon enſuring 
and reproaching, or offering violence and 
wrong to others, only hecauſe they differ 


from us, whatlocyer the difference may be, 


is 
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is 4 blind and furious zeal, and runs into 
great intemperance and exceſs; and com- 
monly the more blind the more furious. 

So the Apoſtle ſays of himſelf when he 
the church; and beyond meaſure I perſe- . 
cuted the church of God and waſted it. 4115. 
He perſecuted the chriſtiaus who embraced 
the truth of the goſpel, from a falſe zeal 
for the traditions of the Fathers; and no 
doubt thought ill of them, and reproached 
and treated them as ill men, who oppoſed 
the truth, and difturbed the publick peace. 
So he fays, I was: a hlaſphemer, and per- 1 Tim. i. 
ſecutor, and inj urious; but I did it gno- 
rantiy and in unbelief. And the Fews 
perſecuted the Apoſtles from the ſame prin- 
LcCiple: They were filled with Seul, und Acts v. 13. 
laid their hands on the Apoſtles, and put 
them in the common priſon. And again, 
When the Jews. ſaw the multitude, who 
attended the Apoſtles preaching z- then ch. xiii, 4. 
Were filled winb real, and ſpake: againſt 
thoſe things which were ſpoken by Paul. 
And at Theſſatonica, ' the Jews who be Ch. xvii. 5. 
lieued not, moved with Seal, tool unto 
them certain lewd” fellows, and made an 
uproar; ſet the mob upon them; and 
laid, they who have turned the world ver. 6. 
upſide down, 'are came hither alſo. + And 
he was accuſed in ſorm by Tertullus before 
the Roman governour, as a mover of ſedi- Cxxiv.14; 
2010 FE, lion, 
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tion, and ringleader of 'a Nr. only be- 


cauſe he wor ſbipped the God of his Fathers, 


after the way they called hereſy. The 


Apoſtle James repreſents this caſe : But 


Ch. iii. 14. 5 you have bitter envyings, & mxeyy, 


tter zeal, glory not, and lye not againſt the 
truth; i. e. a fierce contentious zeal which 
and imbitters the ſpirits of men 
againſt one another. Whenſoever our 
zeal tranſports to intemperate paſſion, leads 
to wrath and violence, or any unchriſtian 
methods, to promote and propagate truth 
or goodneſs, in whatſoever inſtance; it 
ceaſes to be a chriſtian virtue, and degene- 
rates into a dangerous vice. Tis not chri- 


Jam.i. 20, ſtian zeal, but human fury, or that wrath 


of man which worketh not the righteouſ- 
neſs of God. Our zeal againſt the errors 


or ſins of others, muſt not make us hate 


or hurt their perſons, and deſtroy compaſ- 


ſion and kindneſs; but muſt ſtand with 


good- will towards them, and a ſincere de- 
ſire of their good. It muſt conſiſt, in all 
the inſtances and exerciſe of it, with all 
the other graces of the chriſtian life, and 


not interfere, much leſs ſwallow up any 


one of them. The reaſon is, That they 
are equally chriſtian duties, and enjoined 
by the ſame authority and law of God. He 
who requires us to be zealous, does alſo re- 
quire us to love our brethren, and that much 
more frequently, and with the greateſt ear- 

| neſtnels, 
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neſtneſs, and the ſtrongeſt motives. - We 


muſt love one another with a pure heart 


fervently ; as well as contend earneſtly for 
the faith. Having thus far deſcribed the 


nature of falſc zeal, I proceed now, 


| l. Te 0 W ene the evil of i it, and 2 
how wrong and hurtful a thing it is. And, 
I. *T'1s unreaſonable, and diſagrecable 


to the nature of things: For 'tis ſhewing a 


great regard for improper and inconſidera- 
ble things, or a diſproportionate, and incon- 
ſiſtent regard, for things which are proper 
and conſiderable. And that is plainly un- 
natural, and contrary to the reaſon of things. 


There ought in reaſon to be a proportion 


obſerved, and an anſwerableneſs between 
the concern of our minds, and the nature 
of things. The zeal or fervour of our minds 
ſhould certainly have a proper objec, or 
ſomething worthy of ſo great a regard, But 


to be zealous about what is either eu or in- 


conſiderable, or with an undue and irregular 
zeal about what is truly good, is evidently 


miſplacing our concern; 'tis overdoing 


and acting quite out of nature, and with- 


out any proportion. And ſo tis plainly 
oppoſed to true idm, which always lies 


in ſuiting and accommodating things to one 


another, and obſerving a due meaſure. "I's 


therefore acting diſagreeably to all the rules 


of reaſon and wiſdom, and obſerving no 
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order-and proportion of acting; and would 


in all other caſes be eſteemed weakneſs and 


ſolly, or acting unworthy a wiſe and reaſo- 
nable being. How great an impropriety 
is it in reaſoning as well as action, for a 
reaſonable intelligent ſoul, diſtinguiſhed 
from other beings by ſo noble a capacity, 
to act in the greateſt concern of liſe, not 
only without reaſon, but in plain contra- 
diction to it; to throw away the zeal of 
their minds at random; to waſte the fervour 
and vigour of their ſpirits upon things un- 
worthy and unſuitable. What a mighty 
diſorder does this neceſſarily introduce into 
a reaſonable nature? And tho' this may be 


thought the leaſt thing which can be ſaid 


of it, it is of the firſt conſideration, and 
lies at the bottom of all the reſt. _ 

2. T Is unſuitable to the genius of the 
goſpel, and expreſſly forbid by it. The 
religion of the goſpel is wiſe and gene- 


rous, the moſt venerable and amiable thing 


in all the world: "Tis deſigned for the ge- 
neral good of mankind, in all capacities and 
relations of life, and to promote, not a nar» 
row ſactious ſpirit, but a generous catho» 
lick ſpirit in all its yotaries. It requires 
zeal towards the proper obje& of it, and 
condemns coldneſs and indifference of mind; 

we muſt be zealouſly affected always in 4 
good thing, and be zealous of good warb. 
But then as it limits and reſtrains the exer- 
ciſe of it, and preſcribes the proper bounds 
to 


* 


Of Fals Zrat. 


to it; 10 it requires chriſtian love as well 

as chriſtian zeal, and good - will to mankind, | 
as well as zeal for truth or goodneſs; : and is 
very copious and abundant in it; tis the 
very complexion and make of it the pro- 
per impreis and image of it. Chriſtian zeal 
is always conſiſtent with charity, and di- 


ſtinguiſned frem anger and wrath. 

_ WHEN the diſciples out of a forward 
zeal for their Maſter's honour, were for 
calling down fire from heaven upon the 
Samaritanes, who refuſed to entertain 
him, our Lord was ſo far from commend- 
ing or approving, that he turned and re- 
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buked them, and ſaid, Ze know not what Luk. ix. 5. 


manner of ſpirit ye are of. You don't 
conſider what temper of mind you diſco- 
ver s for the ſon of man is not come to de- 


ſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. q. d. 


« You are governed herein by human paſ- 
ce ſion and carnal regards, not by a right 
« zeal. That is not the temper of the go- 

« ſpel diſpenſation, or ſuitable to the de- 
« fign of my coming into the world. Your 
« zeal for God muſt not make you deſtroy 


“ the lives of his creatures; no, not the 


©. moſt ungrateful and unworthy. I came 


to ſave the ſouls of men, not to deſtroy 
* their lives,” 

TE Apoſtle reckons it among the 
works of the fleſh, and puts it in the ca- 
talogue of the moſt hateful crimes, of which 


N 


he ſays, wig who do ſuch things ſhall dal. v. 20. 
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not inherit the kingdom of God; for what 


SN in a bad 
ſenſe, and ſignifies an evil zeal. The 


Apoſtle James ſays, Who is a wiſe man 


and endowed with D among you z 


let him 3 out of a good converſation, 

with meekneſs of wiſdom ; but 
if there is bitter envying amd ſtrife in 
Where bitter zeal ſtands 
oppoſed to meekneſs of wiſdom, which he 
requires in a good converſation. And he 
ſays, The wiſdom which is from above, or 
deſcends from heayen, zs firſ# pure, then 


peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated 


'tis like the pure and calm region from 
whence it comes. But the fiery bitter zeal 
is not from God, or from heaven: Tis an 
impure flame, a ſpark from another quar- 
ter, and as the Apoſtle ſays of the fiery 
tongue, it ſets on fire the courſe of nature, 
and is ſet on fire of hell. And this is 
plainly intimated, when he ſays, The wiſ- 
dom which is from beneath, which is 


implied in the oppoſite expreſſion, is earth- 


ty, ſenſual, deviliſh: "Tis worldly, carnal, 
diabolical, and as widely diſtant from the 
former as heaven i is from hell. Tis a vile 


offspring, and of a baſe and ignoble de- 
ſcent: It may well be aſhamed of its origi- 
nal. 


And is not this utterly unſuitable to 
the genius of the goſpel, and the 14 per 
9 of a diſciple of Chriſt, the 

n eſt 


Of FALSE ZEAL. 
higheſt diſhonour to it too, which is ſo 
_ contrary to the deſign, the precept, the 
ſpirit of Chriſt ? | 7 21 
3. IT abates our zeal for things which 
are truly great. When our zeal runs out 
upon improper objects, or to an undue de- 


gree, and is taken up about little things, 


and to an evident exceſs, as particular opi- 
nions and circumſtances of things; it draws 
off ſo much of our zeal from the greateſt 
things of religion, which are more wor- 
thy our regard; as the cutting a river 
into many leſſer channels, drains off the 
| water and weakens the ſtream. So it muſt 
neceſſarily be, and by unavoidable conſe- 
quence. The reaſon is, That our minds, 
by the weakneſs of their powers, and nar- 
rowneſs of their views, cannot be very in- 
tent upon many things at once, and eſpe- 
cially things of ſo different a kind from one 


another; as we cannot look ſtedfaſtly at 


ſeveral objects at the ſame time. While 
men are over-zealous for their peculiar 


opinions, and modes of acting, which are 


of leſs value and conſequence, they will 
of courſe be more cold about the great and 
unqueſtionable truths and duties of religion, 
which are of the greateſt excellence and 


moment, and ſtand connected with accep- 


tance and happineſs. While they are zea- 
louſly poſſeſſed and imployed about the 
rituals and forms of religion, and out- 
T1 1 ward 
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ward obſervances, they will have leſs zeal 
to ſpare for the eſſentials and vitals of it, 
without which it cannot ſubſiſt, and which 
require all their zeal, and the utmoſt con- 
cern of mind. 

So we plainly find it in experience, 
and ſo it always was. The bigotted zea- 
lots of all parties among chriſtians, are 
more indifferent and leſs concerned about 
the greateſt things in religion, in which 
they have other chriſtians with them; than 
for the leſs and more inconſiderable things, 
in which they are by themſelves. We 
ſometimes {ce that the greateſt degrees of 
ſound knowledge and piety, the moſt ex- 

- emplary goodneſs and uſefulneſs of life, is 
not able to protect men from reproach and 
violence, only becauſe they differ in a fa- 
vourite point, or can t comply with a hu- 
man appointment. Sometimes zeal againſt 
the rituals and externals of religion, have 
run men into unreaſonable jealouſies and 

Rom. xiv. great uncharitableneſs. They judge or de- 

3 ſþiſe one another, upon theſe accounts. 
This naturally tends to abate our zeal 
where it ought to be imployed, and to 
what is moſt proper and worthy of it. In- 
ſtead of joining together with one heart in 
the common chriſtian cauſe, and walkzng, 
ſo far as we have attained, by the ſame 
rule, we run into parties, and keep up the 


greateſt diſtance. Hereupon, 
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4. 'T18 the root of great diſorder and | 
miſchief in the world. A furious unruly _ 
zeal breaks through all reſtraints, and runs 
into the greateſt diſorders. No ties of na- 
ture or reaſon, no conſiderations or motives 
of religion, can keep it within any bounds: 
"Tis like a hot unruly horſe, which cannot 
be held in with bit and bridle, but throws his 
rider, or runs away with him. I hus it ſome- 
times violates all the laws of friendſhip, 
and ſets them at a diſtance who have lived 
long in the near relations of life, and with 
the greateſt intimacies and endearments, 
and makes the goſpel of peace, through 
their weakneſs and folly, the occaſion and 
inſtrument of diſcord, and, according to 
our Lord's prediction, of bringing a ſword, 
and not peace ; and the father and the mo- 
ther-in-law riſing up againſt the ſon and 
daughter-in-law ; and a man's foes be- 
coming th of his own houſe. It breeds 
animoſity of mind, and envymg and grudg- 
ing oxe at another; unkindneſs, and ill- 
will; it may be, hatred and injuries. So we 
read, of variance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, Gal. v. 0. 
envyings. The eagerneſs of their zeal 
makes them ſtiff and tenacious of their own 
opinion, unyielding and incompliant to 
others. And this produces eſtrangement of 

heart, alicnation of affection, breeds ill- 

blood and leaves a bad impreſſion behind 

it. And this often grows into parties and 
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factions in the chriſtian church; the con- 


AR xv. 39. Tention is ſo ſharp, like that between Paul 


and Barnabas, that they part aſunder. 
. his makes different ſects fe different com- 
munions, and rends and tears not only the 
garment, but the body of Chriſt. This 
often iſſues in great diſtractions in the chri- 


ſtian church, as well as private differences 


and animoſity, to the deſtruction of chri- 
{tian love, the weakening the chriſtian in- 
tereſt, and diſhonour of the chriſtian name. 
So the Apoſtle mentions it as a great point 
of carnality among the Corinthians, That 


i Cor. i. i. thete were envyings, ſtriſe and diviſions: 


Hs. And he mentions editions and hereſies, 
9 2 


Gal. v. 20. 


which ſignify diviſions and factions, along 
with emulation, wrath, ſtrife, as the na- 
tural iſſue and offspring. The Apoſtle 
James traces it up to this fountain-head : 


lam. ii. 16. I here envy and ſtrife is, there is confu- 
ſion and every evil work, Inde, the bitter 


Seal mentioned in the foregoing verſe, is 
attended with ſrife, or contentions, and 
introduces univerſal diſorder wherever: it 
prevails. I think I may ſay, That almoſt 
all the differences and diviſions, the parties 


and perſecution among chriſtians in every 
age, have been greatly: owing to the work= 


ings of ungoverned zeal for leſſer opinions, 
or out ward forms. The earlieſt differences 
among chriſtians, in the Apoſtles times 


and in thoſe immediately following; the 


open 
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open rupture between the Greek and Latin 


church; the grand dlviſion between the 
Papiſt, and Proteſtant ; and the leſſer di- 
viſions among the Proteſtants themſelves, 
atid the ſes and parties into which they 


are ſplit; have been generally owing to 


an exceſs! of zeal on one {ide or other, 


for things not eſſential to chriſtianity, or 


of any great conſequence to it; it may be 

r Uiſagrecable, or even contrary 

to it. 

| Yea, it has ſometimes produced quar- 
rels, and open hoſtilities, run into tumults 
and violence, not only to the mutual in- 

Juring one another, but deſtroying the ci- 
vil peace, and quiet of the world about 
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them. For ſo the Apoſtle. ſays, I hence Jam. i iv. t. 


come "wars. and \fightings 9 you ; 
come they not hence, even from four. 
 tuſts, which are in your members? The 
pride and ambition of the great, and 
the zeal and animoſities of leſſer peo- 
ple, and they are equally /uſts in the 
members, have ſometimes put the world 
about them into a flame; given occaſion ' 
to unjuſt wars in kingfloms and ſtates, * 


and introduced violence and blood, and . 


all the confuſion and calamities of the 
world. A falſe zeal for opinion and par- 
ty, when it gets the aſcendant, is blind 


and deaf, unattentive to its own, or 
86:1 IL. other 
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others light, and is like fo much wild 
fire, which runs hiſſing and burning all 
before it. It ſpreads de ſolation and ruin 


wherever it comes, and lays waſte all a- 


0 knowledge : That it be well weigh 


bout it. And how — is the evil 
and danger of a miſtaken and intempe - 
rate zeal, when all this is laid together, 5 


and brought into one account * 


# ſhall cloſe the difeurie with a double 
practical remark, the reſult of what has 
been ſaid, and which may ſerve to di- 
rect the conduct of our — Let us be 
careful on the one hand, that our zeal. 
be well informed, and governed by pro- 


per light; that it may not be a miſtaten 
zeal. None are ſo raſh and adventurous ' 


as thoſe in the dark; and an ignorant zeal 
is found by great experience, to be more 
troublefome, and more dangerous, than 
can eaſily be imagined. "Tis blind and 
unreaſonable, and there is no. eſſectual 
cure but by light. Regulate your zeal 
by the. nature — the object, and the rule 
of truth, Let us be careful that all our 
zeal be in 6 geod thing 3 and according 


and conſidered in our minds, and directed 
and warranted by the word of God; and 
be a wiſe and reaſonable thing which we 
can juſtify and 2 to our own minds; 


that 
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queſtionably good, and of conſiderable - 
ment; let it keep the ftrait diſoernible line 


of truth and duty, and in ſome meaſure, 
keep up to it too. And let us, on the 


| © other hand, keep our zeal within due 
| bounds, and guaid againſt the exceſs of 
it; that it may not be an intemperate zeal, 
and produce ſuch diſmal effects. Let it 


be proportioned to the quantity, as well 


| as the quality of its object, and in a due 
conformity to its true nature; that you 
may have only ſo much zeal as the nature 
of the thing requires, and have all that 
zeal which is proper to it. Let it always 


keep its proper place and ſphere of action, 


and not burſt its orb, and fly about in diſ- 
order. Let it conſiſt with every other 
grace and duty, and never be ſuffered to 
deftroy the being, or diſturb. the exerciſe 
of any one. And when our zeal is thus 
wiſe and regular, according ta knowledge, 
and in due degree, how excellent and 
lovely will it appear; how uſctul and ſer- 
viceable will it be in the chriſtian life? It 
will be a celeſtial fire in our breaſts, which 
will make our hearts burn within us; 
preſerve always a gentle heat, and animate 
| | to 


* 
that we may not be found at laſt to 
have been zealous for a wiſtals. Let us 
have no zeal for what is evi, or what is 
little ; but fix our zeal upon what is un- 
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